


Quality Standards of Best Practices for Early Childhood Learning
A series of articles on standards of quality.

State of Michigan Standards for Quality for Prekindergarten:

LRCCC-R400-5106 Program Standard 3:

The program is planned and implemented to permit children to learn from exploration,
acquisition of skills and knowledge, practice, and application.

Exploratory behavior that strengthens social-emotional What happens to children in their first five years of life
development helps create children who are more likely to shapes every year thereafter. We are laying a foundation
succeed in their transition to school. These children are more during these early years that will support a child for the
likely to pay attention, work independently and cooperatively rest of his/her life. Shouldn’t that foundation be built as
in a structured classroom environment, enjoy learning, and strong as we know how?

approach it positively. They are also more likely to manage

feelings of anger, frustration, and distress when faced with The State of Michigan has defined high quality Prekin-
emotionally charged situations. dergarten in the Early Childhood Standards of Quality

for Prekindergarten (ECSQ-P) (http://www.michigan.
gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5237_15472-103343--,00.html).
It’s easy to think that a document like this was built in
an office in Lansing by people who are out of touch with
the “real world” of child care. Actually, this document
was thoughtfully prepared by people from throughout
the state including early childhood education and care
providers and parents. After all, these standards are not
required and may seem challenging to implement. Stan-
dards provide us with a yardstick. As we measure our
progress toward excellence we strengthen our own com-
mitment, and that increases our satisfaction in whatever
role we play in the lives of children. The Standards of
Quality help articulate what early education looks like.





